These authors have also misinterpreted our sample base. They imply that we pooled a 3-day sample from a mother. This is not true, and as is clear in all of the figures in our publications (2, 4) we report individual data from the specific day of collection. For all mothers we did not attempt to make the collection fall on the same day but set a range. Therefore, the mothers had an option of giving us a complete collection of any 1 day. For example we would accept a sample collected on any I day of days 3 to 5 as cobostrum.
The specific day was entered in the statistical analysis ofthe effect of volume and day (2) (3) (4) (5) .
In accurate.
We will here again elucidate our concerns that 24-h milk volume variation in different studies and the statistical pooling of data over several different days of lactation, particularly within the first 2 wk after delivery, may be reasons for the differing results reported.
We welcome this opportunity to elaborate further on the data in our report.
In our study (4) the protein concentration was negatively correlated with 24-h milk volume during the first 2 wk of lactation. This is not a new observation but was previousby reported by Hytten (6). Atkinson et al ( 1) reported a significant difference in the nitrogen content ofpreterm and term mothers' milk controlling for both day postpar-
